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RAILROADS PASS
INTO POSSESSION

. OF GOVERNMENT
Task of Operating Them
Delegated to Railroads'
War Board for Present.

FIVE LEADING EXECUTIVES
CALLED INTO CONFERENCE

McAdoo Issues His First For¬
mal Order, Designed to Speed

Up Freight Movements.

TO I'SE MOST I>!lii:cT IJOtTIJS

Imvu'riiatc Measures lv\poctc<l to
Kcinovo Sonic of Obstacles

Delaying Shipments.

flly AH«iocIat"'l
APTTIJCe; r< >.Y, I "S. Tli«*

railroada of ti».; United states pasted
Into government possession at m,cn to-

day as .Secretary McAdoo. designate.)
by President Wilson as director-gen¬
eral of railroads. was delegating to

the railroads' war board the task of
operating them for the present.
The war board. comprising live nf

the «ountr> . Ior. iiio~-i railroad cncimi-
tives who tic<-n Jn supreme i-liarjre
"f the roads for the last nine months*
** as> called into conference at II
o'i-lock to discuss plans for weld Ins; all
transportation lii:. into a single gov.
e rm..Mit-operate .1 fv.,tcm. They 1-ft
t .i<: Treasury I " parttncnl t a o

"

hour.i
l iter under Instructions to continue
their functions, and submit Immediately
a plan of operation to tbe dire.-tor-
general. Tho executives who are to
work out the plans for welding lljo.oeo
miles of railroad into one trent conti¬
nental system for winning the war,
are as follows:

Kairfax Ilarri.on. president. of the
Southern.

Julius Kruttjic'initt. chairman of tho
board of the Southern Pacific.
.Samuel K«a. president of the Penn-

tylvania.
Halo Iloldcn, president of th* Bur-

lington.
Howard Clliott, of the .\*ev- Haven
To-night Mr. McAdoo i»*ued hi «-'.

formal order designed to sperd up
¦freight tpovetnenis, telegraphing
railroad presidents and directors in¬
structions to move traffic by the most
convenient and direct route-. At the.
barno tim« he ordered them to continue
operation of their lii,c.< in conformity
with the President's proclamation put¬
ting them under gov< rnnr nt control.
-NO IXWICATIOV AS TO

A nm 1)1-3 TOWAItl) \V \ It no A no
There was no indication to-night

whether Mr. McAdoo intended eventual¬
ly to displace the war board with an

i zation of ,ijs own, or to con¬
tinue its organisation for the duration
o. tho wr. It was made clear, how¬
ever, that it will continue to function
until the dirreior-sener.il r.."Ides th.it
a better system can b- devised.
The order that freight move by the

most expeditious routes opens the: way
for a pooling of traffic impo. sible here¬
tofore by r> n.son of statutes designed
to prevent tho practice by carriers op-
crated undvr private direction. It
t;-.::es fr< | i the shipper Hie riglit to
route his freight as he wishes, and
leaves to the railroad traffic manager
the task of sending it most directly
and where there is Jean congestion.
The order follow?:
"Having assumed the duties imposed

upon me by and in pursuance of the
proclamation of the President, dated
December 2tl, If)l7. you will, until oth¬
erwise ordered, continue the opera¬
tion of your road in conformity with
said proclam a t ion. ^ on are requested
to make every possible effort to in¬
crease efficiency and to move traffic
by tit- most convenient ami expeditious
routes. I con.-idently count on your
heart> co-operation, li . .«.. only through
united effort, unscliish service and « f-
fective work that this war can be
won and America's futvre be secured."
Although Mr. McAdoo does not be¬

lieve a complete unification of all rail
sjstems can be brought about over¬

night, even with If gal restrictions lift¬
ed, he fully expects measures taken
under government control will remove
some of the obstacles that now prevent
the rapid movement of freight. Mem¬
bers Oi the war board were requested
to study tho situation and report on
any measures to relieve congestion
they think might wisely be put into
force.
NO I*I.iAXS mn STAFF*

IIV DlllMCTOU-nKMuiAb
Thus far. the diroclor-gcneral has

made no plans for a staff. Hc aPkc(i
the war board to-day for a complete
chart of its organization, which was
furnished to-night.

In drafting into service the war
board organization, the director-gen¬
eral takes over the services of all the
board's committees, including the op¬
erating committee of Kastern roads
headed by A. V.'. Thompson, of the
Baltimore and Ohio. lie obtains Hie
services a«? veil of the board s err ser-
vice commission, which now is assist¬
ing the Interstate Commerce Commi«-
sion in distributing ears.

*

!
Pooling cf railroad equipment, a'-

ready started by the war board, will!
be cat ried much further under govern¬
ment operation. Common u«e especial-j
ly will bo made of terminal facilities
and Mr. McAdoo asked tho war board
to-day for a special report on terminal
facilities and the extent to which they
may be pooled.
An early measure to relieve conges¬

tion, it was intimated to-night, will
be a denial of transportation to ron-

rs
essential commodities. Traffic that is

(Continued on Seventh Page.)
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Private Ginger Saves .

Platoon Commander,
\ but Refuses the V. C.
Story Told in Dugout
Shows How Man Comes

Through Melting

My Am il I II Gi v KM PRY,
Author of "Over the Top/' "Flrnt Call,''

Ktp., Who Ifan Had Mnny
Thriller* "Ovi-r There."

I "1 lit sixtli of a scries~of t'A'^Ivo articles
b.v the author of "Over the Top," th*
West seller of the year, 'lhe remaining
articles will n il Mr. Kmpcy's experi-
«r»ce.« «111ri»»k !. >-m .«-<¦vntccn months in
the lir.H-line trenches of the British
army in France, the thrilling "great
u'lventurers' which hundreds of thou¬
sands of young Americans arc soon to !
pass through.J
'Copyright, lf'lT, by th<- MoCiurc News¬

paper Syndicate >

There wer<> lix of lit-.

"Curly" Wallace was called "Curly"
because he had the cutcht little Delia
l*'ox, or bpii curl, as the gum chewers
call it. you ever raw. Wallace was

t-r'.ud of that curl. and g'iv«> it the t,« t
.of attention and car'1. He was Scotch.

"Happy" Houghton earned his nick¬
name by ins '"."iflaiit ie and happy

; d|»p..j.itjon. He was English, a J.on -

done r.

"Hungry" K<<xcro*t really earned his
title. H«; took special pains that our

xation.H would not be< nine mildewed by
lying aroun<l too long in the dampness
of our dugout, lie \\»., English: alto
from London.
"Ikey" Honney. dubbed "Ike;. 1 be.

cau:e ;n "fie of our theatrical attempts
he took the part of "Ikey Cohcnsteln."
and made quite a hit. English, via
London.
"Dick" Turpin. called "Dick'' in

men-.ory of the notorious highwayman.
He used to help the quartermaster-
sergeant, 20 the name wa«s vrry ap-i
propri&tc. He was Jri:-h. from Dublin.-

I «ar> the sixth. The bo^s put the
prefix ank" to my nam -. be. -iuve

I was American, and hailed from the
"Big Town" behind the .Statue of
Liberty,

Sl» In <>un Of w,

1 br : ix of u.1*' compose d the grew of
gun No. J ..f the .!i Brigade Ma¬
chine Company. We i »ro machine.,
gunner.-, and our gun Mar the Vicker'e
light. 3<«3, water«.ooled.

1 It was a rainy afternoon in June,
a; d we were fitting in our dugout in
the front-line trench. ab.-ut TOO yards
from the German line?.
H you f-hould ask a Tommy Atkins

"Whit is a dugout?" lie would look at
you in astonlslnnent. and, pitying you
for, your apparent lack of education,
would answer: "What's a dugout?
Why. a dugout i« a.well. « dugout^
a dugout." Only being a Tommy pro
t«*m pro tcm in my ease incaning **for
duration uf war".1 will try to de-
pcrib« to the best of my ability this,
particular dugout.
A dugout is a hole in the ground.

"Jets it.- name because it is jUc out
by the Hoyal Engineers, or J!. E.'s, a;

t we . all them. It is u«sed to sh. Iter the
ni'-n in the trenches from sli -II tire.'
They also sleep in it. o. try to. From
f,u> point-of view, its main use is to
drain the trenches of muddy water, and
Bive us rheumati: m. It also makes a
good hotel for rat*. These gue.<ts look I
upon us as intruders, and complain
that we overcrowd the place. Occa¬
sionally we give in to them, and take
a turn in the trench to rest ourselves.

Air Shaft Through Ceiling.
Our dugout was about twenty feet

.deep, or, at least. there wero twenty
wooden steps leading flown to it. The
c. iling and walls were braced by heavy,
square-cut timber*. Over the timbers
in the ceiling sheets of corrugated iron
were spread to keep the wet earth from
falling :n on us. The entrance was
heavily sandbagged, and very narrow;
there was only room for one petvon to
leave or enter at a time. The ceiling:
was six feet high, and the floor space'
wa* tcu feci by eix feet. Through the

j ceiling a six-inch square air shaft
wtH cut. We used to take turns sleep¬
ing under this in wet weather.
The timbers bracing the walls wero

<Jrr.cn full of nails to hang enir equip-
inent on. After our ammunition, belt-
rilling machine, equipment, rifles, etc..
had been stowed away, there was not
much space for six men to live, not
forgetting the rats.

11 was very dark in the dugout, and.
'as we were only issued a candle and a
half every twe-nty-four hours, we had
to economize on light. Woe hetjdo the
last tnan who left the candle burning!

In this hotel of ours we would sit
around the lonely candle, and. through
a thick haze of tobacco smoke, would
recount our difterent experiences at

| various points of the line where we.!
j had been, or spin yarns about home.
Sometimes we would write a letter,
when we were fortunate enough to be
near the candle. At other times we'd
sit for an hour without saying a word.1
listening to a Herman over in the
eiieiny'a front trench playing a cornet.
My. how that Boche could play! Just
t'» mal.r us Imte the war, he'd play!
"Miwance llivcr." "Home. Sweet Home"
or "ever the Waves." The latter wa«

jniy favorite. During hia recital our!
trenches were strange ly quiet. Never '
a shot from either side.

llnte That Harmonica.
Sometimes, when he had finished, j

Ikey Honney would go Into the trench !
and play on his harmonica. As soon1
as we'd see that harmonica come out.
it was a ease of "duck down low," for
the Germans would be sure, when the
first strains reached them, to send over
"five rounds rapid." Wo hated that
harmonica. More than once wc chuckfd

(Continued--on "Fifth rase.)

America's War Aims
Already Disclosed
t n>- Associated Prew.]

WASHINGTON, December 2*
Amerlen'* «nr nimn ore rrsnrdfd .li¬
the niliiilnlntrnt ion km having sttf-
fleiently iliselusrd In l'rr<ildrnt \\ II-

reply lu lite 1'iipf'v Inst prnrr
proposal nnd In hi* rrcrnt mesnn;;e
to I nnaresM. t'ous<T|ticii t ly, unless
there ore further development* in
till* propaganda set aifoot by
the ¦ .ermaiix nnd Austrian! through
thr-ir IleuntIntUum vvltli the Htinilan
llolnlievilli there in no Intention on
the purl of the I'nlted Mate* irov-
eriiiiienl »f nt tempt Inn to elaborate
or expand the nlnlementn or Amrr-
len's purpose luld dunn In those
documents.
H is fully understood in Wash¬

ington that there may he Internal
rrnoonn In entente countries for
inability some concessions to eertnlu
po\% erl ill political element* ithich
arc pressing tor nnother statement
of t lie entente** nnr Him*. 'I'hi ne
eon Hide rat ion* tvlll he uel^-hr-l nnd
neted upon in the discretion of the
t0' eminent* of those rountrlm.
The d'l'laioii imolied I* regarded

u* of u ren t Import n nee, because of
the possibility that dUercrenf slatc-
ment* misht nOord the German
plotters opportunity to steaken the
tie* Hint hind the allle.* together.

DD. JOHNSON EXPECTED
10 MAKE STATEMENT

May Toll Frankly <»f His Relations
W it It Ilis Wife and Other

Women.

MAW (IIAIWVKS ARK FALSI:
.

x

Dentist Aroused of Wife Murder
Tells Detectives He Would I.ike to
Issue a Public Statement Which
Would Clear L'p Whole Matter.

Weakening from day to day by dis¬
closures which point to him os the one

who pohoned lii:t wife, Alice Kr.ipnt
Johnron. it was stated :;s the opinion
of Sergeant Detectives Wily and Smith
that I>r. Lemuel J. Johnson, now in the.
City Jail, charged with the murder,
would doubtless make ;i statement to¬

day touching hi.s relation to the case.

The uncovering of th« purchase of
cyanide of potassium by him at the
drug store of Gordon H'.air. Kast
Itroad Street. whs the closing elrcum-
stanec which leads Sergeant Wily to
believe that he will not hold up lonprer.
In a talk with the prisoner yesterday,
he stated to 'he detective that many
false charge* had been made against
him. and that be wanted to make a

statement clearing up the entire- mat¬
ter. lie added, however, that he must
wait i"<-r the advice of his counsel.
Sergeant Smith stated last night that
Dr. Johnson expected a letter from At¬
torney John 1~ Woodward, of Wilson,
which he might receive to-day, and out
of which he might receive the advice
relative to a statement.

.lust whether any such statement
will be made is a matter of prave
doubt, for it is believed that it would
jeopardize the hope of the young den¬
tist to free himself from the web of
circumstances which the detectives
have succeeded in spinning about him.
Attorney !1. M. Smith, Jr.. called upon

the prisoner at the jail yesterday, but
when queried last night as to whether
he had been retained, stated that he
had not . The attorney would not say
at whose request he wont to the jail.
He also stated that h*"> knew nothing
aiv.it Dr. Johnson intending to make
any statement.
r.\Tiu:it has smai.Ij fami

ix middi*usi:.v cot'.NTV
The father of the accused young man

is a farmer, rcsidinpr somewhat more
than a mile outside the village of Mid¬
dlesex. lie is the owner of a little
farm of sixty-five acres, anil owns
a small lfomo there. lit the Johnson
family there are eight children, all
of whom live in the little country
home of their father. Detective Wily
stated yesterday that it is a huy.ble
structure of two stories, having b;«'.
time rooms, and not at all in keep¬
ing with descriptions which, ho added,
the young student made at the Knight
home. The detective stated that while
the dent>st was nay'ng attentions to
Miss Knight lie. described hi.s father's
business as that of a country nicrchar*
with a trade to whose store country¬
men came from miles about to deal:
that they owned several automobiles
and many horses. It v. as staled that
the boy's father had one hor3o and a:
few l ead of stock.
The preliminary hearing in tho ease

is set for January 3, but it i-s gener-
nlly believed that this hearing will i>o
waived and tho case certified to the
Hustings Court for jury trial. In tho
event that the young dentist should
niaku a statement confessing that ho
killed hi.s wife, this would not interfere ;
with making tho plea of insanity,
which has been suggested as tho ono
on which he will rely, it has been
intimated, however, that the young
doctor may confront tho Stato with a
complete denial of everything, as the]evidence which Is now accumulated
is of a circumstantial nature. Tho
purchase of tho cyanide need not be
denied, us it is a chemical commonly
used by hi« profession in cleaning In¬
struments. He stated to students when

(ConTinucd-on Third-Page.)
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!WOULD REGULATE
WAR CHARITY FUNDS
State Defense Council Calls for

Supervision of Appeals Be¬
ing Made to Public.

TOO MUCH IRRESPONSIBILITY
i

j Laxity in Management of Many
j War Charities Opens Way

to Waste and Fraud.

Among a srop.t many matters con-

sidered by the Stato Council of De¬
fence at it::^ mcciins: at the Capitol
yesterday morning and afternoon muj

a sugge:ition from the Council of Na¬
tional D»-f*n?e at Washington, which
the Virginia council unanimously ap¬
proved. looking to «:ome means wherc-
hv the solicitation of funds for war
relief an'l oth'r purposes may bo reg-
uhited. !t is contended that th«*ro is
too much irrespon.-ability in the col¬
lection of tund?, and too much laxity
in the management of funds v. hen col¬
lected. under present, condition!-.
The statement from Washington, to

which the Virginia council gave Us
indorsement, way a.; follows:

r11solicitation of funds for pa-
triotic ai.d p!ii!in!hrop!c v.*nr purposes
lias increased to such an extent that
it demands otneiaj supervision to ere.
vent waetefu':.».¦<., overlapping, dupli¬
cation. or fraud. The Council of Na¬
tional Defense recommends that the
State councils r.f defen.-e take active
steps to supervise all such appeals
to the public for money,
"As the method to be. adopted in th«

seveial Prates may vary, owing to lo¬
cal conditions, we feel that we can

...take no explicit rccommer.datir.ns
W e call your attention, however, to
the co-ordination of societies already
accomplished by the S'jtatc division of
the woman's -onunittee, whose co-op¬
eration in thi.s ivorl; will be of un¬
doubted value.
AM. OKfiA.V I/.ATION'S MI ST

l-'lhi: Kl'I.L IIKI'OIITS
"We submit for your ccn<-'iderat ion

ruggestions as to the means by which
this wow may be accomplished:

" 1. Give ti.e resolution of the Coun¬
cil ot National Defense the widest pub-

! llcity.
'-. Call unor> all such organizations

within the State to report to the State
councils of defence details ot the work,
showing*

"(a) Ilow organised. and fot what
put poj,o; numca of executive orHcers-
whether regular meetings are held, and

t when; whether minutes of meeting's
are Kept, and whether regular hrok,;
of account are kept and audited.

"(b) A statement in reasonable de¬
tail of all moneys received and ex¬
pended.

Determine therefrom such organ*
.rations as ;nay l>«j entitled to approval
for properly conducting useful work
(Which is not overlapping or duplicate
ing t!ie w ork of other similar organi-
zations.

<. Require such report and showing
to be given full and wide publicity.

"3. L'pcn these requirements being
complied witlt. and the showing m.uh
'being satisfactory to the State Defense
Councils, give such organization place
upon a published list of those having
the approval of the State Defense Coun¬
cil, and by 't recommended to the pub-

, lie. thus permitting those so appri ved
and recommended to use upon their
printed matter some such wording as
'Approved by the State Council of De-
fense.'
"The existence of this, if broadly

advertised, will, we think, to a large
extent stive- the ej'iestion of con'.rol.
since any society that docs not obtain
sue!) approval will tind difficulty ii.

j securing contributions."
This whole subjoct will be carefully

considered and perhaps a rccommen-
Idation madti to the Governor.
WIM. rONTI.M K IN OFF1CK IJNTII.

.m:\\ \rtrt.\ a it i; .maims
Ow .ng tc> the lateness of trains,

members of the council were lato in
arrix nig at the < npitul. and the mcet-
ing did not start until nearly noon.
Those present were General K. \v.
Nichols, of Lexington, chairman; for-
mer Senator George R. Keczcll. e.f
K.czletown; Dlshop Collins Denny, of
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South:

| it. Walton Moore, of Fairfax; Dr. Kn-
n.on G. Williams. State Commissioner
of Health; John II. Crockett. of Wytlie-
ville; I'niteil States District Attorney
l:i<hard 1-velyn Ttyrel. James O. Win¬
ston. of Louisa; Colonel It. U. White,
of l.eesburg. and A. I*. Walker, of
»"harlottesville.
Governor Stuart met with the coun-

jcil at the. opening session, which was
an executive one. The members dis¬
cussed with tho Governor the aims of
tl.e council and the work already done,
and also plans for the immediate fu¬
ture. The Governor made confidential
reference to certain matters connected
with his views as to the council's
work, and it was decided that the coun¬
cil continue as nt present constituted,
carrying on iu advisory and publicity
wejrk as heretofore, until by legisla¬
tive or executive mandate a change in
effected. The council decided to make
no specific recommendations to the
Legislature on war measure.*! at this
timer.
The council discusseej a large num¬

ber e>f routine matters and took up
correspondence dealing with many
epiestions affecting various industries
and classes of people in Virginia rcla-
tivo to the war and its problems.
SKHIOLS SIIQIt'r A (. K OF

nof.rons IN VIUGIMA
Dr. Will in ins, in reporting for ihe.

medical section, asked for the careful
consideration by the. council, and for
suggestions later on. an to the seri¬
ous shortage of doctors in Virginia at
this time. This fact is especially true!
of the rural districts; thcro is not
much more shortage felt ns yet In the

(Continued on FffTlPfaffc.")

TEUTON PEACE BID
GETS DEFIANT "NO"

^

Hun Peace Proffer to Bolsheviki
Not Acceptable to Entente Allies

rijy Associate! I'rcs-a.I
firent llrilnin and I'mnrc, renpec-

(Ivrlj, IhrouRh their Prime Mlnlnlrr
mill Mluinlcr of I-'«rflj;ii AfTiilr.n, hmr
Hindi* Knimii In the world that tlie

term* unitrr which the Truliinlc
nlllp* wfU a prnrrnl peace arr not
niiliicieiiI. Anil hacking (lioir Prime
.¦>1 (Ulster, tlir Hritish proletariat,
reprcncnted liy h national lulior
conference, h.i^ reaffirmed, without
equivocation, Ihat It in the deter-
mliintlon of labor to continue the
Hiir In order herenfter to make
the iiiirld nufr for ilrmurrnrf.

Fortified l»y the known altitude
of President WiLson nn to the re-

ijitlrenientM of the I nlled Stntri if
the \mr In to end nod a peni-r con¬
cluded. Ilir til tern ncr* of Premier
t.loyd lieorjje nnd Foreign Minister
I'ii*hou nnd I lie nlmn.sl iiiuiiiinioiin
Kenllmcnt of the llrlllnh nnrkeni
oiTiiiinKl)- mnke c<-rtnin thai the
Teutonic allien' proffer, given In re¬

ply to ihe Hunnimi llolshr\lk pro¬
positi*. ti i 11 co for naught unlean il
Ih materially ndded to mid brought
into line' with the demondi that Ihe
I nlteil Mtaten and the enirnle allien
hnvr Inld down ni th«^concrete bn.iin
for Ihe dlHcunnloii of penre.

\e\crthelenn, Ihe llolnhrilk elr- \
ment in llifnla n ppnren11 r linn not

Jont heart Hint nomcthlng may come
from ihe t'/.crnln propo-nt, for I lie
llrent l.itn\nk pence ronfrrrncr, »l
ivliich il wan innrie, hnn Inkrn n re-
I'fsn unlit .Innunry -I, mid, mean¬

while. Trot/ky, Ihe llolnhexik For-
el«n Minister, purponcn to send n

note to the entente nllied emliannlen
in an endeavor to hmr lliem par¬

ticipate In further peace parley*, and
nlVo In drafting n note to the peo¬

ples of the world,
lnnide Itunnla the aituntion ntlll

rrnininn obneure, oivlnc to the 1 .-

rloun report* concerning the iiuive-
iiieut.n of Ihe lSolnhevik nnd couotcr-

revolntlonnry forcen. One of these
reporln In to the effect that an arm-

intice between Ihe Knledlnen and
llolnhcvlk troopn hnn lieeu effected
ut !loNtov-on-l)on, with n neulrul
./one between Ihe flclitlni; line.
Knledlnen and hin t'onnnckn were

among tiie flrnt of the Itu.nnlan t'oun-

ter-revolnIlonnry forcen to take uy
urinn ngnliint the llolnheviki,

tin the llehlin; front* Palestine
again hnn come inta n position of
limt Importance, owing In the tlrit-
inli lining inflicted another neierf

defeat upon Turkn ncur Jeruaalem.
.\orlh nnd .Northwest of the holy elly
t.eneral Allrnlij'n force* linvr made
nn advance of nhonl l>io and onc-

hlilf inllen on a front of nine miles,
after hating rcpulnrd a Turkish nt-
laek. 'I'he Turkn tuflcred heavy
ciiHiiallies.

Arliliery duel* are la progren.n
alone Ihe entire northern front in
the Italian theater, the Infnntry of
liolh niden apparently being Inactive
eveept for patrol cucountern. I.Ike-
wine, on the front lit France, the
artlllerlea are dnlnc the major por¬
tion of the fighting. The Hermann
have not offered battle to the French
on the > erduu Hector north of the
I aurleren wood nlnce 'XVednenday'n
aansnloary repul.ne. Snow and enld
irenlher prevail over the entire line
from llelgiuni to the Swrina border.

GERMAN SUBMARINE SUNK
BK AMERICAN STEAMER

"Direct Hit" Made ns VcshcI Ap¬
proaches British Const

on Thursday.
SEEN PLAIN 1A" BY PASSENGERS

U-I5oat Comes to Surface at Distance
of About 1,500 Yards, Directly in
Wake of Ship, and Two Guns
Successfully Fire at Enemy.

LOXDOX. December 28.. A German
.submarine was sunk by the lire of guns
of an American passenger steamer ap¬

proaching the Mritlsh coast on Thurs¬
day, according to reports of the pas¬
sengers anil gunners aboard.
The ship was proceeding at full

>pced about noon in.;, very smooth sea.

The weather conditions wore *uch as

to make the be t visibility. A peri¬
scope was sighted by the watch on the
bridge, and the submarine wan seen
plainly by the passengers as it came
to the surface at a distance of about
1,500 yards directly in the wake of
the ship.
The Kteamcr was brought about

sharply, and the two guns brerl with
only an interval of two seconds be-,
tween snots The second shell ex¬

ploded anil debris from the submarine
was seen flying it* the air. Afterward
no trace of the submarine was visible.
The convoy signaled to the liner "a

direct hit."
The watch on the bridge and the

gunners and passengers confirm this
verdict. So trace. of a torpedo was
seen. The incide.'.*. passed so quickly
that the!*- was no alarm cr panic. Pas¬
sengers wl-.o came running t .. ihe deck
at the soui d of thu gui.s wert told that
the excitement was all over.

FOl ft SMIMA II INKS IAI»TI IIKI»
in AMI'.RK AN I»lCSTHO\ 10US

[|!y Associate,! Press)
BOSTON, I lecember 2S..Pour tier-

man submarines v. ere captured recent¬
ly by twelve American destroyers, ac¬

cording i<> an American reaman who
reaelu d his homo here from a French
port to-night. The seaman, a former
notion newspaper man, was a boar. J a

troop ship at the French port recently,
he said, wh-n the destroyers, all fly¬
ing the Stars and Stripes', steamed in
with their prizes. The submarine.' were
lying upon the surface of the ocean,
with their conning tower; open, dur¬
ing the process of recharging their
batteries when the American destroy¬
ers s'vept down upon them and tool:
them prisoners without a light.
While the transport was still at th<*

French port, the seaman said, a Ger¬
man U-boat entered the harbor with
a white flag flying I run her periscope.
The enemy crew explained that, they
had been lying in ;. it for the troop
ship in Ihe open sea. and that when
they failed to lino her and the sup¬
plies tan b<w the crew mutinied, ki!l"«t
the r-innmand.r and dec hied to sur¬
render .

CONTINUE MAXIMUM PRICES
I'rMldftil Wilaon Order* I'.n'rrtUrnrni

I nlil .March "I of (hmlntlnnx
on Steel Product*.
I Hj \»oi-lolf.l Pre;.-|

W ASI11 Xt }ToN. inieeinber ._>*(_.presi¬
dent Wilson to-day directed that maxi¬
mum prices previously fixed upon iron
ore, coke, pig iron, steel and steel
products be continued In effect until
March .11. They were subject to re¬
vision on January 1.

EQUIPMENT SHORTAGES
; CAUSE CAMP EPIDEMICS
Major-Generals Grebie and Wright

Tell Senate Investigators uf Con-
(lit ions ai Cantonments.

housi: t\vt:lvk mkn ty a tknt

S'OO-Iled Hospital, Without Sewerage
System, Used l»y 1,800 .Men.Ade¬
quate Clothing and Proper Sanita¬
tion Would llave Saved Lives.

fRv Associated Pre^i.]
WASH INGTON. December -S.. Dis¬

ease epidemics* an'I clot'.iing and equip¬
ment shortascs1 at Camp Howie. Texas',
ami Camp Doniphan, OK la., wore de¬

scribed to the Senate Military Com-
inittee by the respective commanders
of those National Guard cantonments),
Major-Generals Grebie and W"ri::!it.

lioth officers said the epidemic* at
their posts now were under control.
and that adequate supplies of over-

coats had i>een received, but they gave
dismal pictures of earlier conditions.
They told, too. of enormous shortages
of rifles, machine guns and other equip¬
ment Sit ill existing. Food has brer.

' plvntiiul. they said, and of good qua. I-
ity.
General CJreble's story showed con-

flit ions at Camp Bowie to have been
the worst. He declared the live® of
many men who recently died there
would have been s:ive,l Jiad winter

| clothing, sufficient tents to avoitf over-
crowding and proper hospital facili¬
ties : inl sanitation been provided, lie
told how tlie War Department ordered
twelve ir.on hotiscn iti each ten*, where,

¦lie said, they were "so thick you
couldn't walls between them."

Iniring November, General Grebie
said. ?>,<i00 men, or about one-third of
his command, passed through the hos-
pita!, with deaths, from pneumonia,
measles and other diseases averaging
sixteen daily. At one time. l,S0t» men,
he stated, wore crowded into a iios-
pital built to accommodate S00, and
that without a sewerage system,
KPtllK.MIfS It It OKI-: OIT

IlKIOItK It LCI. IUP AnitlVKII
In September, the. general said. h>>

prote: te.l against crowdiner twelve im.n
into a tent and gave warning that sick-
ness would restilt. Before more tents
arrived, the epidemics broke out. N.*>w.
Iiowcver. he added. there arc only soo

j mrti on the sick list.
During the hearing the committer

also received from Secretary l'takcr a
(letter in reply to a resolution request-
ing immediate action to relieve cloth¬
ing shortages in the cantonments, stat¬
ing the Accessary steps had been taken
and that he would report fully us
soon as: all cainpa were heard f-oni.
Kach of the camps investigated to-

day has about ?D,00A men, wit 1 Mis-
souri and Kansas national guardsmen
largely composing the personnel at
.Camp Doniphan, and Texas and Okla-
lioma guardsmen at Camp Howie. Tin?
health conditions sit both were re-
eently reported by Surgeon-General
Gorga«, whom. General Grebie s-ild to-
day. had made a rorre.?t report of
conditions at the Texas cantonment.
The two camp commanderst were be¬

fore the committee all day. testifying
for three hours behind closed doors
regaroing conditions among General
Pershmtr's forces, whom they recently

[inspected They said General Ho rail¬
ing is short of no supplies exccpt mo-' tor truck3.

I

His Clear-Cut Statement
Thrills by Its Fearless

Directness.

LLOYD GEORGE DISPELS
ALL DOUBTS IN BRITAIN

i

Meanwhile, in Both Countries,
Organized Labor Is in Mo¬

mentous Conferences.

in;.\n dikkcti/v on war aims

lioth Want llestMlcment of Purposes,
bul Indorse IVe.-hlcnt Wilson's

ltcccnt S[iccrli.

I.ONPON, December "S.."No!" c.im<
th'- defiant Poho from both Britain and
France to the central iiowera* latest
' 'hrist mas bid for peace.

Premier l,lo> d George's reply, which
came in the form of a 1-tter to tha
labor conference now Fitting, was in¬
direct, but clear enough to dispel all
doubt:; of Britain's resolve to fight to
the finish until -the future freedom
and peace ol mankind" are achieved.

Trance, through Ivcr Foreign Min¬
ister, M. Pieiion. pave a clear-cut. spe¬
cific answer that thrilled the French
chamber by its fearless directness.
Never, said he. will France consent
to a return to the status quo ante
helium. I- ra nee has been suffering
too much for that. Above all. Fha
must have Alsace-Lorraine back. Un-
deterred by Russia's defection, cheered
by .America's wholehearted aid, she
V ill light to the. end. If the foo has
any oiYers to make, let him do so
directly, not through a Bolshevik! back
door. Huch. in srbst:utce, was M. P|-
chin's reply to fount von Czernin'a
Brest Litovsk speech.

^

Meanwhile, both in Britain and in
I ra nee, organized k.bor is asscm bled
in momentous conferences bearing di-
reotly on allied war and peace aims.
Both urged to-day an immediate ex-
olleit restatement of these alms. Poth
indorsed heartily President Wilson's
war aiinn as set forth in his recent
speech before Congress. The French
>abor congres? at the snyie time ap¬
proved of the aims enunciated by the
Russian Socialist*. it made no men¬
tion of / Alsaee-l.orraiiie, which. M.
''ichoii reiterated to-day. is France'®
"eonciitio sine i|ua lion" for peace.
(.luiniA.W'S AlTtlflMt'V Ml'ST

TO DKMOCH \CY
At the Pritish labor congress, Ar¬

thur ilemb-rsou said:
I lie allies nn.it renounce their in-

tentiou ot creating an impenetrable
barrier against the German people.
*.crinany's autocracy must give' placa
to d. inocracy. Militarism must be uni-
versa I ly d is- red i ted.
"Labor must demand a clarification

|e.r Britain's position if the workers
are called on for further acrifices"

on the face of .,ings. thcre
appeared lo i,0 a divergence between

iA.ielo-l.rct.ch labor and governments.
Hut actually there is nothing in the
situation that could B h . ccntral
powers comfort, much as it may seem
j;o on the surface.

"Tl.is does not mean the white feath¬
er. said Henderson, in the course of
'««* soecch. "British and French or¬
ganized lahor has no thought of play-
inar the quitter. All it wants is a
dear, specif,.. statement of what will

;7r;r vie,orv- ¦* ^ onca
this hill o, particulars- has been set
ort l ,« the allied governments it
,

'""i"g homo with full force to the
ucrman ueonle the transcendent fact
that it ts the crushing of militarism
that the allies are lighting for. and

j >» crushing and dismemberment
,"f the central powers as nations."
1IOPICFI I, III VI' TO I, VIK.lf

i\ i.un i) oi:oit«.tvs i.K'iTron
In T.lo; d George's letter to the P.rlt-

and labor union organiza¬
tion there was a hopeful hint that
tne allied governments fully realiza
the justice of labor's demand for a new
confession of faith.

"The question of a fresh declaration
<".! our war aims." wrote tlie Premier

j"ls constantly kept in view." He add¬
ed however. that .declaration
will only be issued in agr</>,ncnt with

i out- altiev "

lie continued:
.The ideals for which we are r>nw

fighting are the same ., < when Great
Britain enter'.*! t he r.

I have never mor. convinced
an now that purposf ,>f the aj-

i'.-s i,. continuing the war are not
:nu.'-rialisii,. nor vit.!ie| i ve. but to

««;l ..*e th. future freedom and peacs
ot man!;hid."

ft was the dertv nd for vu *h a dis¬
avowal of aim., of conquest that Tlen-
der'"" pl:»eed in i|,e forefront of his
addres i. He attacked Sir Kdward Cor-
"" for ",rMI'ng with scorn and con-

teiv.pt . the |.ropt.s;,| fUP |.affu(k of
mi'iois. w.iiei, ||e.,hr o. .dde<l wa.1
Amerhn's Pgluit.g inspiration" more

than anything ol
"eiidM-y.li -'.oplored allied failure to

deal with Austria-Hungary and Tur¬
key in the same way as th. Teu'onn
are now dealing with Russia.
these central allie*, he added, "do no'
want to continue." lie suggested tha»


